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Therefore, whilst I am prepared to grant that there are people
who simply put on swadeshi for show and they are likely to fall
out in the end, the vast majority will remain staunch to swadeshi.
Swadeshi is not merely a means. It is both a means and an end.
THE EFFECT OF MY ARREST
The correspondent's third question is :
Do you not believe that the Government hesitates to arrest you not
because of our moral victory but because it fears violent mobs bursting out
throughout the country? And is it not your conviction that the move-
ment will either go down in speed or be spoiled when you are in a lock-
up?
It is difficult to know the Government's mind. I do not know
that it has a mind. My surmise is that Government feels the moral
force of the movement and fears an outbreak also. That there is
still fear of an outbreak is no credit to us. If we could absolutely
ensure non-violence under every variety of provocation, we have
swaraj that very moment. We have certainly gone a long way in
that direction, and it strengthens my faith in the possibility of
swaraj being established during this year. I should be; deeply
disappointed and feel hurt, if my arrest should result in slackening
the speed or the movement being spoiled. On the contrary it is
my conviction that my arrest will result in removing all sloth and
quickening the pace.
INTEREST OF MINORITIES
The final question of this searching examiner is :
What guarantee is there that when swaraj is obtained, the smaller
communities such as the Parsis will not be ruled out by the larger?
We often talk of our noble relations, but what crucial test is there that in
the swaraj parliament racial prejudice will not assert itself?
The movement is its own test. It is a movement of free growth
of opinion. It is one of. purification and a nation purified will
deserve the curse of mankind, if it allows petty prejudices to rule
its deliberations. Moreover the methods being pursued by us
provide every interest with power of self-defence. It is the secret
of non-co-operation, that it arms the weakest of the community
with the power of self-determination and protection.
Twng India, 10-11-1921